
ESTABLISHING GLOBAL PRIORITIES FOR RESEARCH 
AND INNOVATION IN THE HUMANITARIAN SYSTEM

The humanitarian system has long suffered from a paucity of investment in research and innovation. 
While we have seen some improvement in recent years, particularly in the field of innovation, financing has 
not been achieved at nearly the pace or scale that we need. Current estimates suggest that less than one 
per cent of humanitarian financing is allocated to research and development -  this is simply not good 
enoughif we are serious about making humanitarian interventions more effective and committed to 
reducing the suffering of millions of people affected by crises.
 

“
- Jess Camburn, Director, Elrha”

In response to the challenge articulated in the WHS 
synthesis report to ‘harness the transformative powers 
of science and technology,’ Elrha is leading a new 
global effort to map research and innovation capacities 
and to consult and identify clear priorities for research 
and innovation for humanitarian action.  Bringing 
together the major funders of research and innovation 
with the humanitarian community and countries and 
communities affected by crisis,  it is hoped this exercise 
will bring greater visibility and coordination of research 
and innovation efforts and leverage greater resources 
for the sector as a whole.

“This ground-breaking exercise will focus on identifying
 the critical gaps and opportunities for research and 
innovation to inform and improve humanitarian policy 
and practice. The exercise will for the first time provide 
public visibility of the range of global investments, 
capacity and activity in humanitarian research and 
innovation and establish a clear framework with 
agreed priorities for further investment and 
development.” - Jess Camburn, Director, Elrha

The agreed priorities produced through the exercise 
will contribute to the work of the new Global Alliance 
for Humanitarian Innovation (GAHI), which will also be 
launched at WHS, and aims to further inform strategic 
decision making of other major funders and producers
 of research. 

OUR PROCESS
On 11 April 2016, Elrha convened a consultation 
meeting of international funders in the humanitarian 
research and innovation space to consult on the 
proposed global exercise. Thirty senior representatives 
participated in the meeting representing four key 
stakeholder groups: humanitarian donors, research 
councils and foundations, innovation actors and 
operational humanitarian agencies.  

An initial report has been produced which captures
 their recommendations for the design and execution 
of the exercise. 

THREE KEY PHASES OF WORK WILL BE 
UNDERTAKEN AS FOLLOWS:

PHASE ONE: GLOBAL MAPPING 
(CONDUCTED IN 2016)

 Identify key actors currently working in humanitarian 
 research and innovation
 Map strategic interests and investments
 Identify major centres of expertise
 Capture major research and innovation outputs 
 relevant to the humanitarian system

PHASE TWO: GLOBAL CONSULTATION
(CONDUCTED END 2016 TO MID -2017)

 Assess current access and use of research and 
 innovation outputs
 Identify key gaps in evidence and innovation 
 Prioritise gaps and needs according to consultation
  groups

PHASE THREE: SYNTHESIS AND ANALYSIS 
(CONDUCTED 2017)

 Synthesis of priorities by key groups/region and theme
 Analysis of priorities against existing map of provision 
 and capacities, and identification of critical gaps and
 opportunities
 Identification of priority needs for resources by type 



ESTABLISHING GLOBAL PRIORITIES FOR RESEARCH 
AND INNOVATION IN THE HUMANITARIAN SYSTEM

Elrha works to improve humanitarian outcomes through partnership, research and innovation. 

ELRHA’S PROGRAMMES INCLUDE:

Both programmes  address systemic challenges and evidence gaps through research and innovation partnerships. 
Elrha has produced a number of systematic reviews and gap analyses as part of our  grant funding work; published 
reports include the Humanitarian Health Evidence Review,  a WASH Gap Analysis, and the soon to be published Gap 
Analysis on Gender Based Violence (GBV).  Work is also being undertaken into humanitarian research ethics.

LAUNCHING AT WHS

MAKING EVIDENCE COUNT: BETTER USE OF EVIDENCE TO INCREASE HUMANITARIAN IMPACT 
ORGANISED BY DFID AND IRC WITH ELRHA  AS  KEY PARTNER
MONDAY 23 MAY, 13:00 – 14:30
RUMELI HALL 4, LKCC BUILDING

At this event, Elrha will announce the start of our work on the Global Prioritisation Exercise as part of our broader 
contribution to the shared commitment on Humanitarian Evidence:

VISIT elrha.org

 
  A multi-donor initiative, which supports 
  organisations and individuals to identify, 

 nurture and share innovative and scalable 
 solutions to the challenges facing effective 

 humanitarian assistance. 

 Developed in partnership with DFID and the 
 Wellcome Trust, the programme aims to 

 improve health outcomes by strengthening 
 the evidence base for public health

 interventions n humanitarian crises.

We commit to taking concrete steps to ensure that humanitarian action is based on 
high quality evidence. We will do this by investing in research and the collection, 
synthesis and analysis of data, by improving the quality and accessibility of this 
evidence, and by adopting better practices and systems to use and value evidence.  
We commit to developing this more evidence-based humanitarian sector through 
collaborations  that are  multi-national, multi-organisational and multi-sectoral . 


